CHAPTER I

THE EARLY LIFE OF THE MASTER

The hour of Vijaykrishna's birth was highly
auspicious. It was a beauteous evening, calm and free,
in the Bengali month of Srabana, 1248 B.S. The date-
was the igth, corresponding to the 2nd day of August,
1841 A.D. The full moon was just peeping through the
eastern sky. The western sky was flushed with the pink
of the setting sun. It was then that Vijaykrishna was-
born. During the period of conception, the mother,
Swarnamoyee Devi, had wonderful dreams, and she
understood clearly that she was going to have a wonderful
child. A drop of dew that gleamed in a blade of grass,
the meanest flower that blew, gave her thoughts that often
lay too deep for tears. She felt a new life in her every
pulse. Now that Swarnamoyee bore a beautiful child on
her lap, she was beside herself with joy. People were,-
however, surprised, when Swarnamoyee gave them a
fantastic story of Vrjaykrishna's birth. She said that as-
she took refuge in a solitary nook in the backyard of the
house, she had labour pain and lay unconscious there ; and
when she came to herself, she found the child in her arms.
The placenta lay near, and consequently people jeered at
Swarnamoyee, when she reiterated that the child was not
delivered of her womb.

The Master was born at the house of Gouri Prasad
Joddar, his grand-father on the mother's side, in the"
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